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CONFERENCE REPORT

About 100 policy makers, Members of Parliament, serving and former Ministers, media
leaders, academics, and water experts from across the Middle East and the representatives of
successful transboundary water cooperation institutions from Africa participated in the
International Conference on ‘Exploring the Water-Peace Nexus: Blue Peace in West Asia’
held in Amman, Jordan on 18-19 March, 2015. The participants strongly emphasised high
level political commitment to regional cooperation and joint management of transboundary
water resources as a prerequisite for sustainable peace-building in the region.



The conference was co-hosted by the Strategic Foresight Group and the West Asia North
Africa Institute in partnership with the Swedish International Development Cooperation
Agency and in cooperation with the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation and
GlzZ.

INAUGURAL SESSION

HRH Hassan bin Talal of Jordan launched the two SFG reports “Water and Violence: Crisis
of Survival in the Middle East” and “The Hydro-Insecure: Crisis of Survival in the Middle
East” during the inaugural session held on March 19, 2015. He presented the first copies of
the report to HRH Princess Sumaya bint el Hassan and HE Helena Rietz, Swedish
Ambassador to Jordan.

HRH Prince Hassan Bin Talal called for policy-makers to develop inter-state strategies with a
human dignity focused approach, so as to improve water security for the people of - and
countries in - the West Asia and North Africa region, at a water security conference.

HRH, the WANA Institute Chairman reiterated the call for “West Asian-North African
cooperation and dialogue on water, energy, and the human environment. Only through nexus
thinking, can we imagine a region fit for future generations.”

Ambassador Helena Reitz emphasized the importance of transboundary water cooperation to
strengthen the relationship between riparian states and be a strong driver for peace. She
underlined the growing vulnerability of women and children due to the on-going crisis in the
region and stressed that it should be given the highest priority. She pointed out the need to
pay heed to gender issues while tackling the water concerns as water is used for different
purposes by men and women.

HE Kabine Komara, the former Prime Minister of
Guinea was a special guest at the event and
delivered an address at a formal dinner. As the
current High Commissioner of the Senegal River
Basin, he talked about his experience of regional
cooperation in the Senegal River basin and the
importance of finding common goals and working
towards them.




EXPERIENCES FROM AFRICA

The conference provided a platform for experts from Africa to share their experiences in
successful transboundary water cooperation with the participants from the Middle East. These
included representatives of the Senegal River Basin Commission (OMVS), Nile Basin
Initiative (NBI) and the Intergovernmental Authority on Development, Kenya (IGAD).

Key Lessons

& The experiences from Africa underlined the importance of high level political will and
commitment as the most important element in transboundary water cooperation.
Political will makes any regional water cooperation successful. Such has been evident
in case of the Senegal River where the political leaders had a common desire to
exploit the transboundary Senegal River and its resources for the development of the
people of the region. The common vision shared by politicians for long term
development of the basin and people dependant on the basin translated into greater
benefit for all stakeholders.

6 The institutionalization of the cooperation is important for it to be sustainable. The
institutional framework must include high-level decision makers, as well as have
strong mechanisms and committees at different levels of government. These legal and
institutional frameworks need to be supported by equally strong technical tools
designed for a transparent management of the water resources.

é Participants  learnt
that when  used
effectively, water can
be a tool to alleviate
conflicts in  other
areas. Countries
sharing
transboundary water
resources have the
potential to make use
of the shared
resources for
building peace in
West Asia and find a
way through the
current crisis. The
importance of water
cooperation has already demonstrated benefits in the Senegal River Basin when in
1989 Senegal and Mauritania were engaged in a border conflict. It was the existence
of strong water cooperation mechanisms that prevented the conflict from flaring into a
full-fledged war.

¢ Successful river basin organizations around the world have achieved a high level of
cooperation through effective exchange of data on water flow, quality, and quantity.
The experiences from each African river basin demonstrated that exchange of data is
essential for trust building and sustainable management of shared water resources.



Linkages between water and other sectors can bring about greater cooperation. The
intersectoral development approach has helped IGAD, the Nile Basin Initiative and
the Senegal River Basin Organization to a great extent in achieving their goals of
sustainable joint management of shared water resources and overall economic
development of the basin. Synergies between the water and energy sectors have
allowed the countries to develop their hydropower potential for the benefit of all the
stakeholders.

The participants learnt that water can also be used as a tool to build development in
important areas such as trade, transportation, navigation and agriculture amongst
others. These links between water and other sectors of the economy have strengthened
the relationship between the riparian states. For example, the development of the
International Code of Navigation of the basin has helped countries like Mali and
Mauritania to develop their mining sector.

It is important for all the riparian countries to be involved in any successful
cooperation attempt, by adopting a larger basin wide approach. Water resources do
not respect man-made boundaries and it is thus important to consider any water body
in a holistic manner. Inclusive and consensus-based management brings stronger and
sustainable results as is observed in the experiences from Africa.

The experiences from Africa collectively stressed on the need for a strong legal basis
as a step towards achieving regional water cooperation, especially as they are not
bound by politics and political parties. Most of the successful river basin
organizations have a legal framework marked by important texts such as conventions
relating to the status of the shared river and detailed founding agreements marking the
establishment of the organlzatlon This legal framework can determine the principles

. and mechanisms of water distribution,
joint management of the infrastructure
and the cost-benefit allocation, thus
making the cooperation transparent and
easier for the riparian countries in the
long term. The agreements signed by
countries should also consider long
term implication of changes in the
climate and include mechanisms for
countries to address any disputes that
might arise.

¢ It is important to remember that
cooperation in such a difficult area as
water is not attained overnight. Smaller
5o S—— confidence building measures over
technlcal or environmental projects can be the building blocks towards achieving
larger regional cooperation. Continued efforts and commitment to keep the
cooperation going are equally important. The more often the countries meet, the easier
it becomes to address and discuss any issues before they become large obstacles. The
participants learnt that while the frequency of riparian countries meeting might differ,
the African the basin organizations represented at the conference meet at least 3-4
times a year, at varying levels.




WATER, VULNERABILITY AND VIOLENCE

Key Messages

¢

The link between water security, agriculture and food security and the impact on
vulnerable populations is extremely important and must be a part of any regional
dialogue and debate. The West Asia region is one of the world’s most water scarce
regions. As the population continues to grow, the demand for water will escalate,
especially in countries hosting refugees and internally displaced people. As the gap
between water supply and demand reaches a tipping point, there is a risk that water
will become a flashpoint for conflict. This has already been observed in Syria with a
spill over effect into neighbouring countries.

It is important and necessary to place the discourse of water and regional cooperation
in the context of the UN Sustainable Development Goals, especially in the West Asia
region. While the Millennium Development Goals aimed at 85% population with
access to clean drinking water, the SDG’s should aim at a 100%. West Asia rarely
shares responsibility for taking care of the environment. This needs to change and can
be a driver for negotiation and cooperation. While there certainly is a power
imbalance between upstream and downstream countries, it must be recognised that
that all countries are responsible for the environment in the SDG context.

The West Asia region doesn't just share bodies of water; it shares populations (refugee
influx), and it shares a regional food system —85% of the water used in West Asia
and North Africa goes to the agricultural sector. The water-related causes of
decreased agricultural production are 'natural’ factors, but are affected by human
activity — for example salinity caused by over-pumping of water tables and improper
irrigation practices; erosion is accelerated by deforestation and removal of native
vegetation. Water security is also affected by inefficient use of water in the
agricultural sector and mismanagement of resources.

Growing water scarcity and the inability of governments to deal with this scarcity
have created a large number of water refugees. It was noted that populations in West
Asia are finding it increasingly difficult to deal with water related disasters in
combination with existing poverty, unemployment, displacement, drought and other
development factors. These vulnerable populations are found across the region in
varying degrees. It is also found that refugees and IDPs and their host countries are
particularly vulnerable and it is extremely important that long lasting regional
solutions are found to address these issues.

Women, especially refugee women, are most vulnerable, especially in terms of access
to water. It is important to focus on the development and empowerment of women, as
they can be the agents of change.

With the advent of ISIS, the problems of populations made vulnerable by abuse of
water as a weapon or a target in violent conflicts has become a growing phenomenon.
In the West Asia region both state agencies and non-state armed actors have destroyed
water infrastructure and used water resources as tools of war. Though similar
incidents have happened in the past, they are increasing and forcing governments and



people to deal with new forms of warfare. Thus protecting water infrastructure and
regional water cooperation on shared resources has become of paramount importance.

The use of water as a weapon or a target has far reaching consequences, from death
and destruction to long term effects of compromised development, increased refugee
populations and IDPs and health concerns in the future.

It is important to promote further dialogue and discussion to deepen understanding on
the need for cooperation between countries over water, security, agriculture and food
trade sectors.
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L1ST OF PARTICIPANTS

KEY NOTE ADDRESS

HRH Prince Hassan bin Talal of Jordan

DINNER ADDRESS

HE Kabine Komara, High Commissioner, Senegal River Basin Commission (OMVS),
former Prime Minister of Republic of Guinea

SPECIAL INVITEES

HRH Princess Sumaya bint EI Hassan of Jordan
Ambassador Helena Rietz, Swedish Ambassador to Jordan

INTERNATIONAL EXPERTS

Dr Ba Madine, Secretary General, Senegal River Basin Commission (OMVS),
Mauritania

Mr John Rao Nyaoro, Executive Director, Nile Basin Initiative, Kenya

Mr Fred Mwango, INWRMP Team Leader, Intergovernmental Authority on
Development, Kenya

Prof Dr Karin Aggestam, Director, Peace and Conflict Research, Department of
Political Science, Lund University, Sweden

DIPLOMATIC CORPS

HE Ms Caroline Dumas, French Ambassador to Jordan

HE Mr Sedat Onal, Turkish Ambassador to Jordan

HE Michael Winzap, Swiss Ambassador to Jordan

HE Paul van den ljssel, Holland Ambassador to Jordan

HE Ahsan Azhar Hayat, Pakistan Ambassador to Jordan

Dr Irene Fellmann, Counsellor for development cooperation, German Embassy in
Amman

Ms Stephanie Williams, Charge d’affaires, Embassy of the United States of America
in Amman

REGIONAL POLICY MAKERS, EXPERTS AND MEDIA
IRAQ
Dr Bakhtiar Amin, former Human Rights Minister, Member Blue Peace Core Group

Dr Hajim Al Hassani, Member of Parliament, former Minister of Industry, and former
Speaker of the Parliament
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Dr Walid Hamed Shiltagh, Head of Regional Cooperation, Ministry of Foreign
Affairs

Dr Sarbagh Salih, President, Kurdistan Botanical Foundation

Dr Shorsh Haji, Head of Parliamentary Group of Change, and former Member of
Parliament

Dr Azzam Alwash, CEO at Nature Iraq, and Advisor to Government of Irag, Iraqg
Dr Maha Alziydi, Technical Expert, Ministry of Water Resources

Mr Diary Ali, Professor, University of Sulaimaniya, Iraq

Dr Yadgar Kamal Ahmmad, Lecturer, School of Law, Koya University

Ms Maria Saldarriaga, Assistant Professor, Mathematics and Natural Science
Department, American University of Iraq, Sulaimaniya

Mr Adel Fakhir, Baghdad International News Agency

Mr Duraid Abhrahem, Al Sumaria newspaper

Mr Khaled Suleiman, Journalist, Kurdistan News Agency

JORDAN

HE Dr Hazim EI-Naser, Minister of Water and Irrigation

HE Prof Dr Khalid Shraideh, secretary general of the Higher Council for Science and
Technology

HE Dr Tahir al Shakhshir, Minister of the Environment

HE Imad Fakhouri, Minister of Planning and International Cooperation

Eng Saad Abu Hammour, Secretary-General, Jordan Valley Authority

Eng Koussai Quteishat, Former Secretary-General, Ministry of Water and Irrigation
and Water Authority of Jordan

Eng Maysoon Al Zoubi, Former Secretary-General, Ministry of Water and Irrigation,
Member Blue Peace Core Group

Prof Dr Elias Salameh, Faculty of Science, University of Jordan

Prof Dr Abdallah Malkawi, President, Jordan University of Science Technology
Prof Dr Ekhleif Tarawneh, President, The University of Jordan

Prof Dr Kamal Bani-Hani, President, The Hashemite University

Prof Dr Mashhour Al-Refai, President, Princess Sumaya University for Science and
Technology

Prof Dr Mahfouz Judeh, President, Appleid Science University

Mr Jamil Nimri, Member of Parliament

Dr Muhammad Saidam, Executive Director, Royal Scientific Society

Dr Fouad Mrad, Executive Director of Regional Technology Centre, UN-ESCWA
Dr Murad Bino, Executive Director, INWRDAM

Eng Fuad Eijilat, Secretary General Assistant for Technical Affairs and Dams, Jordan
Valley Authority

Eng Esmaeil Ibrahim, Chief of WASH, UNICEF

Ms Fida Haddad, Programme Manager, IUCN

Mr Kris Dodge, Manager of the Water and Livelihoods Initiative, ICARDA

Mr Ziad Samaha, Programme Manager, IUCN

Ms Alexandra Saieh, Policy Officer, Oxfam

Mr Nader Daher, Senior Environmental Specialist

Mr Nart Dohjoka, Royal Scientific Society

Eng Rafat Assi, Director of Environment and Water Centre, Royal Scientific Society
Dr Al Moa’yad Al Sayyed, Head of Water Studies, Royal Scientific Society
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Mr Riad Al Khouri, Principal and Senior economist, DEA Inc

Mr Mohammad Alatoom, Portfolio Manager for Energy and Environment, UNDP
Jordan

Prof Dr Romain Murenzi, Executive Director, The Academy of Sciences for The
Developing World

Mr Mansur Ali, Senior Technical Advisor, UNICEF

Ms Karen Green, Programme Manager for the Host Community, OXFAM

Mr Michele Servade, Deputy Representative, UNICEF

Mr Richard Probst, Friedrich Ebert Foundation

Mr Ulrich Wacker, Friedrich Neumann Foundation

Ms Glada Lahn, Chatham House

Dr Nabeel Bani Hani, National Centre for Agricultural Research

Dr Mathias Toll, Federal Institute for Geosciences and Natural Resources

Dr Mi-Yong Lee, Helmholtz Centre for Environmental Research

Mr Jonathan Campbell, Coordinator for the Syria Refugee Operation, World Food
Programme

Mr Samir Barhoum, Editor in Chief, The Jordan Times

Ms Iman Al Fares, Editor, Al Ghad Newspaper

Mr Abdul Hafedh Al Hrout, Editor, Petra News

Ms Reem Sharaf, Senior Columnist, Al Rai Newspaper

Ms Hana Namrouga, Senior Columnist, Jordan Times

Mr Tariq al Hmedy, Journalist, Al Rai

Ms Malak Alkouri, News Anchor, Jordan TV

LEBANON

Dr Bassem Shabb, Member of Parliament, Member Blue Peace Core Group
Dr Selim Catafago, President of Board of Litani Water Authority

Eng Zeina Majdalani, Economic Expert, Office of the Prime Minister

Dr Faleh Jabar, Director, Iraq Institute for Strategic Studies

Ms Virginie Lefévre, Program & Partnerships Coordinator, Amel Association
Dr Haytham Mouzahem, Programme Writer, Al-mayadeen TV

Ms Mey Sayegh, International News Editor, Al-Joumhouria

Mr Antoine Ajoury, Head, International News department, L'Orient-Le Jour
Ms Sara Matar, Senior Columnist, Future Newspaper

TURKEY

Mr Egemen Bagis, Member of Parliament

Prof Dr Ahmet Saatci, President, Turkish Water Institute

Dr Ibrahim Gurer, Faculty of Engineering, Gazi University

Prof Dr A. Unal Sorman, Professor, Middle East Technical University

Dr Tugba Evrim Maden, Hydropolitics Researcher and Assistant Editor of Journal of
Middle Eastern Analysis, ORSAM

Mr Kerim Balci, Editor, Turkish Review

Mr Fehim Tastekin, Foreign News Manager, Daily Radikal

Ms Samantha North, Freelance Journalist, Daily Telegraph, New Statesman
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REGIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL MEDIA

Dr Walid Saleh, Chief Technical Officer, FAO, Yemen

Mr Omar Alhayani, Writer, Al Jazeera.net

Mr Abdulrahman Abotaleb, Senior Columnist, SABA

Mr Mohammad Gahlan, Senior Journalist, SABA

Mr Mohammed Awal, Journalist, Dar Al Wasat

Mr Jaa'far Al-Omary, Freelance Science Broadcast Correspondent
Ms Reem Yousef Al-Harmi, Columnist, Alraya Qatari

Ms Jumana Khamis, UAE Desk Reporter, Gulf News

Mr Stuart Reigeluth, Editor, Revolve Magazine

Dr Francesca De Chatel, Senior Editor, Fanack Water

GOVERNMENT OF SWEDEN

Ms Muna Barghouti, Regional Programme Manager, MENA Region

GOVERNMENT OF SWITZERLAND

Mr Mario Carera, Senior Advisor, Federal Department of Foreign Affairs

Ms Eileen Hofstetter, Programme Manager, Global Programme Water Initiatives,
Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation

Dr Patrice Moix, Water and Environmental Sanitation Expert, Swiss Agency for
Development and Cooperation

Mr Georges Burri, Programme Officer, Swiss Agency for Development and
Cooperation

DEUTSCHE GESELLSCHAFT FUR INTERNATIONALE
ZUSAMMENARBEIT - GIZ

Mr Bjoern Lobo, Teamleader, GIZ Jordan
Ms Luma Mikhi, Communication Expert, GIZ Jordan

EL MAJLIS EL HASSAN

Ms Ann McSharry, Executive Assistant to HRH Prince El Hassan bin Talal
Dr Hakam Al Alami, Advisor on Water and Sanitation

Ms Tracy Hicks, Head of External Relations

Ms Falha Brizat, Press Secretary

WANA INSTITUTE

Dr Erica Harper, Executive Director
Dr Laylla Rkiouak, Research Fellow
Ms Heather Elaydi, Research Fellow
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Mr Kamal Kakish, Research Fellow

Ms Annalisa Bezzi, Research Fellow

Ms Kim Wilkinson, Research Fellow

Ms Mays Abdelaziz, Research Fellow

Mr Sean Thomas, Research Fellow

Ms Diala Alasker, Logistics Coordinator

Ms Alexandra Trevor, Head of Communications

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT GROUP

Dr Sundeep Waslekar, President

Ms limas Futehally, Vice-President and Executive Director
Ms Ambika Vishwanath, Senior Programme Manager

Ms Devaki Erande, Research Analyst



